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This obituary has kindly been 
provided by Chris Chapleo, 
Charles O’Keeffe and John 
Doxey, former colleagues of Don. 
At work 
Don jo ined the Hul l -based 
pharmaceutical research group in 
the early 1970s. He initially 
worked in the pharmacology 
department, moving on to the 
biochemistry department before 
taking over the drug metabolism 
group in the 1980s.  
This was a very innovative period 
of medicinal chemistry and drug 
evaluation and there was a range 

of research programmes targeting different therapeutic 
areas. 
Don made important contributions in supporting both the 
preclinical and clinical programmes involved in the 
therapeutic areas of analgesia, depression and epilepsy. 
In the late 1980s Don joined a small group of scientists 
whose role was to progress various development 
programmes. By this time Reckitt & Colman had terminated 
all of its ethical prescription research programmes and the 
buprenorphine analgesic business (under the brand name of 
Temgesic) had been put up for sale. However, the US 
National Institute of Drug Addiction (NIDA) approached 
Reckitt & Colman requesting that the Company join NIDA in 
a cooperative research and development agreement – the 
objective being to develop buprenorphine products for the 
treatment of opioid dependence (i.e. addiction treatment). 
The Company was ultimately persuaded to remove the ‘for 
sale’ sign and the Buprenorphine Business Group (BBG) 
was created. This led to Don having a key role, having the 
responsibility for the registration of buprenorphine in 

addiction treatment programmes - a new clinical indication of 
opioid dependence (addiction) treatment. 
In late October 1994 the French Narcotics Agency insisted 
that Reckitt & Colman, through their local distributor 
Schering-Plough, must submit a Product Licence Application 
for buprenorphine and in July 1995 Subutex (a brand name 
for higher-dose buprenorphine) was approved and 
subsequently launched in February 1996. Incredibly, Don 
had managed to assemble the registration dossier within 8 
weeks and flew over to Paris on 28th December 1994 to 
personally hand over the dossier to Schering-Plough. 
Don spent a good part of his late career in the US, nearly 
single-handedly assembling New Drug Applications for 
Subutex and Suboxone. Essentially, he reviewed and 
consolidated all of the preclinical studies and edited all of the 
reports of all of NIDA’s grantees. It was a monumental 
accomplishment.  
At play and in retirement 
In the 1970s, Dansom Lane and the other Hull sites were 
involved in a number of inter-departmental  sporting leagues. 
Five-a-side football at the Chamberlain Road recreational 
ground attracted a large number of teams. Don, not usually 
associated with sports, played in goal for one of the lab. 
teams and attracted some attention with his unique style. 
This involved leaning against the goal post when facing a 
penalty, thus leaving most of the goal unguarded………and 
yet surprisingly the opponents sometimes failed to convert 
their penalties! 
Following his retirement he remained active in the Arts; as an 
accomplished artist, painting several portraits in oil of friends; 
as a musician, taking advanced instruction in oboe and as an 
academic, receiving a Law degree from the University of 
Hull. Using his law degree, he worked for the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, taking up pro-bono work by assisting financially 
burdened citizens navigate the UK benefits system and other 
difficulties.
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OBITUARIES
Derby (age) Service years:
Sheila Stokoe (84) 2

Enfield:
Valerie Callum (77) 19

Hull:
Betty Chapman (91) 20
Geoffrey Dack (91) 11
Frank Griffin (91) 27
David Harrison (94) 23
Stuart Lear (78) 40
Derek Painter (89) 12
Eileen Scott (87) 17
John Searle (86) 9
Norma Sykes (91) 13
Sylvia Tunnicliffe (92) 14
Donald Walter (81) 27

Hull cont’d:
George Waugh (92) 30
Cyril Young (84) 34

Norwich: 
John Child (76) 5
Joanna Cordwell (95) 12
Muriel Drake (90) 20
Roger Dunham (83) 31
Sharron Haines (65) 12
Ralph James (94) 14
June Leggett (89) 32
Geoffrey Maeer (92) 30
Gladys Plunkett (99) 13
Eileen Sansom (92) 5
Pauline Statham (91) 13
Michael Stephenson (73) 14

Norwich Cont’d: 
Mildred Van Toop (93) 9
Robin Vaughan-Evans (73) 5

Nottingham:
Marguerite Bullock (76) 4  

Reeves (Leics):
Elaine Gibbins (77) 17
Alban Timmons (92) 9

Wealdstone:
Brian Abel (90) 22
Sarah Ronald (96) 14
Albert Sayers (97) 44  
Site not recorded:
Harold Etheridge (97) 24
Ex-pat:
Brian Roberts (96) 5Please note: The magazine faithfully reproduces the list of our dearly departed colleagues using 

a list of names supplied by Trafalgar House.

Once again we are sad to record the deaths of our pensioners 
and former colleagues, who are listed in these columns.


